Introduced by Council President Brosche and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Becton, Carter, R. Gaffney, Dennis, Wilson, Morgan, R. Brown, Anderson, Newby and K. Brown: 


RESOLUTION 2018-96
A RESOLUTION COMMENDING AND THANKING MERCEDES BENZ USA FOR ENHANCING AND IMPROVING GARDEN CITY ELEMENTARY PARK THROUGH THE PARKS PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Mercedes-Benz USA (MBUSA) has been an integral part of the communities in which it does business and to the neighborhoods where its employees live and work; and a common thread through its activities over the decades has been a commitment to nurturing leadership; and MBUSA places particular emphasis on initiatives designed to educate and empower the next generation, helping them to develop the tools they need to reach their full potential and become the leaders and success stories of tomorrow; and MBUSA also recognizes the importance of diversity and inclusion, partnering with a variety of organizations to help build a sustainable future for young people in under-resourced communities across the country; and


WHEREAS, Mercedes-Benz USA opened a 415,000 square foot facility on International Parkway in Northwest Jacksonville, Florida on September 8, 2010; and consistent with its long-standing Giveback program, MBUSA desired to make a lasting impact in the community surrounding the Jacksonville facility and help develop and inspire young people in that neighborhood to become leaders and success stories of tomorrow; and


WHEREAS, Mayor Curry, the Jacksonville City Council and the City’s Parks, Recreation and Community Services Department established a Parks Partnership Program in June 2017 to encourage and allow transformational private investment in our City’s Public Park land; and

WHEREAS, together Mercedes-Benz USA and the City of Jacksonville identified Garden City Elementary School Park as an ideal location to support young people in Northwest Jacksonville and the Garden City neighborhood with significant improvements and enhancements to the playground within the park and additional landscape to provide a pleasing and shaded place to play; and 

WHEREAS, Mercedes-Benz USA donated $95,000 to the City’s Park Partnership Program to purchase fresh landscaping and provide new state-of-the-art playground equipment; and almost 100 MBUSA employees from the Jacksonville Parts Distribution Center, Engineering Services/Quality Evaluation Center, Southern Regional Office and the Learning and Performance Center, volunteered to help spruce up the park by cleaning, painting, planting trees and trimming and clearing overgrown landscaping as part of MBUSA’s Giveback program; and 
Whereas, in addition to the hundreds of children living in the neighborhoods near the park, the renovated park and facilities will serve the adjacent Garden City Elementary School which serves 500 students from pre-kindergarten to fifth grade; and these students and neighborhood youth will directly benefit from the donation of Mercedes-Benz USA; and
Whereas, the Garden City Elementary School park improvements were made possible by the generous donation of time, materials, resources and services by MBUSA; now therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby commends and thanks Mercedes-Benz USA for its generous donation of time, materials, resources and services to the City to enhance and improve Garden City Elementary Park. The City wishes to express its appreciation to the MBUSA company and its officers and employees on behalf of the citizens of Jacksonville. MBUSA’s corporate citizenship is gratefully acknowledged and appreciated.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature. 
Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Colleen Hampsey, City Council Research
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